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In April 2013, the Early
Pestalozzi Children Project was
created to gather, preserve and
relate the story of the charity's
original wards. This is being
achieved through recording
individual stories and collecting
memorabilia, images and
press cuttings as well as other
information from a range of
archives.
The Early Pestalozzi Children Project stores its archive with the Planned Environment Therapy Trust. Project organisers Len
Clarke (2nd from left) and William Eiduks (far right) met with Trust Archivist and Development Oﬃcer Dr. Craig Fees (left)
and Trust Executive Director, Rich Rollinson to sign a letter of understanding. Copyright of The Early Pestalozzi Children

The Early Pestalozzi Children Project
Recovering a lost history
The Early Pestalozzi Children Project is an independent activity organised
by William Eiduks and Leonard Clarke, former residents of the Pestalozzi
Children’s Village in Sedlescombe, East Sussex, during its earliest years.1

T

he British Pestalozzi Children’s Village Trust was
named after the Swiss humanitarian and pedagogue,
Johannes Heinrich Pestalozzi (1746 - 1827), whose
philosophy was based on education of the head, heart
and hands. This community was inspired by a similar
organisation established in northern Switzerland to assist
war-affected children from Europe and other parts of the
world immediately following the Second World War.
The Pestalozzi Children’s Village took in some 83
children from displaced persons camps in Germany
along with a small number of British children and
a group of Tibetan children whose families had fled
their country to northern India following the Chinese
invasion. The Village aimed to offer a surrogate home
to these children where they could live in a secure
refuge and sanctuary.
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Sadly, as the aims of the charity changed and these
children departed, all further contact with the Village
ceased.
Almost half a century later, at a reunion in 2009, it was
evident that the story of this early history was all but lost.
A chance contact, more than three years later, with the
Planned Environment Therapy Trust (PETT) showed us
that we could establish and manage a project ourselves
to recover this important story. PETT has continued to
generously inspire and support us, including agreeing to
house our archive.
Because our story had languished for so long, there was
potential for some initial distrust in seeking the help of
“outsiders”. There was also an understandable hesitation
www.archives.org.uk

and the PIVT, as well as reinstating their own early
history.
In closing, we have realised that there is a relevance
between aspects of our story and that of the present
refugee crisis facing Europe and beyond. Many of our
group who experienced refugee life, following the Second
World War, see a similarity in the events confronting
today's refugees. We had the fortune to encounter the
benevolence of the Pestalozzi Children's Village and the
generosity of the British public. There is a need today
to encourage the same humanity that we were lucky to
receive.
William Eiduks and Leonard Clarke
Project Co-Organisers,
The Early Pestalozzi Children Project

within our existing community to undertake this task at
all. As a result, two of us have initiated the project and are
working to establish a foundation which can enable others
to join us with confidence and in the secure knowledge
that their story is being managed appropriately.
Since initiating this project, several changes have
occurred in our aims.
• We now intend to produce an initial publication which
will give a general picture of our lives at the Pestalozzi
Children’s Village. Eventually, we will produce a
comprehensive publication which tells our Pestalozzi
story as fully as possible.
• We are now reconnecting with more people who had
a link with our early community - as well as
descendants of these individuals who tell of the
affection and pride which their relatives had held for
the early Pestalozzi community.
• A closer relationship is now being forged with
the current Pestalozzi organisation - the Pestalozzi
International Village Trust (PIVT). We now present
the early Pestalozzi history to new intakes of
students annually and the charity's staff and trustees
are taking active interest in our project. We hope this
closer cooperation is enabling us to become a part of
the community's fabric once again. We feel that this
will help create a healing process for both ourselves
www.archives.org.uk

11

Features ARC

ARC Features

In April 2013, the Early
Pestalozzi Children Project was
created to gather, preserve and
relate the story of the charity's
original wards. This is being
achieved through recording
individual stories and collecting
memorabilia, images and
press cuttings as well as other
information from a range of
archives.
The Early Pestalozzi Children Project stores its archive with the Planned Environment Therapy Trust. Project organisers Len
Clarke (2nd from left) and William Eiduks (far right) met with Trust Archivist and Development Oﬃcer Dr. Craig Fees (left)
and Trust Executive Director, Rich Rollinson to sign a letter of understanding. Copyright of The Early Pestalozzi Children

The Early Pestalozzi Children Project
Recovering a lost history
The Early Pestalozzi Children Project is an independent activity organised
by William Eiduks and Leonard Clarke, former residents of the Pestalozzi
Children’s Village in Sedlescombe, East Sussex, during its earliest years.1

T

he British Pestalozzi Children’s Village Trust was
named after the Swiss humanitarian and pedagogue,
Johannes Heinrich Pestalozzi (1746 - 1827), whose
philosophy was based on education of the head, heart
and hands. This community was inspired by a similar
organisation established in northern Switzerland to assist
war-affected children from Europe and other parts of the
world immediately following the Second World War.
The Pestalozzi Children’s Village took in some 83
children from displaced persons camps in Germany
along with a small number of British children and
a group of Tibetan children whose families had fled
their country to northern India following the Chinese
invasion. The Village aimed to offer a surrogate home
to these children where they could live in a secure
refuge and sanctuary.

10

Sadly, as the aims of the charity changed and these
children departed, all further contact with the Village
ceased.
Almost half a century later, at a reunion in 2009, it was
evident that the story of this early history was all but lost.
A chance contact, more than three years later, with the
Planned Environment Therapy Trust (PETT) showed us
that we could establish and manage a project ourselves
to recover this important story. PETT has continued to
generously inspire and support us, including agreeing to
house our archive.
Because our story had languished for so long, there was
potential for some initial distrust in seeking the help of
“outsiders”. There was also an understandable hesitation
www.archives.org.uk

and the PIVT, as well as reinstating their own early
history.
In closing, we have realised that there is a relevance
between aspects of our story and that of the present
refugee crisis facing Europe and beyond. Many of our
group who experienced refugee life, following the Second
World War, see a similarity in the events confronting
today's refugees. We had the fortune to encounter the
benevolence of the Pestalozzi Children's Village and the
generosity of the British public. There is a need today
to encourage the same humanity that we were lucky to
receive.
William Eiduks and Leonard Clarke
Project Co-Organisers,
The Early Pestalozzi Children Project

within our existing community to undertake this task at
all. As a result, two of us have initiated the project and are
working to establish a foundation which can enable others
to join us with confidence and in the secure knowledge
that their story is being managed appropriately.
Since initiating this project, several changes have
occurred in our aims.
• We now intend to produce an initial publication which
will give a general picture of our lives at the Pestalozzi
Children’s Village. Eventually, we will produce a
comprehensive publication which tells our Pestalozzi
story as fully as possible.
• We are now reconnecting with more people who had
a link with our early community - as well as
descendants of these individuals who tell of the
affection and pride which their relatives had held for
the early Pestalozzi community.
• A closer relationship is now being forged with
the current Pestalozzi organisation - the Pestalozzi
International Village Trust (PIVT). We now present
the early Pestalozzi history to new intakes of
students annually and the charity's staff and trustees
are taking active interest in our project. We hope this
closer cooperation is enabling us to become a part of
the community's fabric once again. We feel that this
will help create a healing process for both ourselves
www.archives.org.uk

11

